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refrain from punishing Komissarov. He remarked that he
did not intend to punish the Captain anyway, in considera*
tion of his services in obtaining secret military documents
at the time of our war with Japan.
Speaking of Trepov and his influence upon the Czar, I
cannot refrain from relating here one characteristic inci-
dent On one occasion, towards the end of 1905, I met
General Trepov in the Emperor's reception chamber. Gen-
eral Trepov told me that it would be desirable to have the
Imperial Bank grant a loan to Skalon, an officer of the
body-guards and son-in-law of Homiakov, now President
of the Imperial Duma. I told him that the proper place to
go to would be the Imperial Bank.
General Trepov informed me that the Imperial Bank
refused to grant this loan, inasmuch as it did not belong to
the types of loans provided for by the statutes of the Bank.
"If such is the case," I replied, "then Skalon will not
receive the loan. Formerly loans were occasionally granted
by orders of His Majesty, although not provided for by
the statutes of the Bank, This is impossible now, however:
first of all, because it would not harmonize with the spirit
of the Manifesto of Oct. zyth, and secondly, because the
country is going through a financial crisis. I know nothing
about the substance of the case, but judging from the exter-
nals of the matter and my experiences with similar cases,
I feel almost certain that the Bank will be the loser in this*
case. At all events, it will be a long-term loan."
Some time later Shipov, the Minister of Finances, came
to inquire about my health. I had been in ill health since
my return from America. He stated that he considered
it his duty to share with me a confidential piece of informa-
tion.
After Shipov had presented his last report, he told me,
the Emperor instructed him to have the Imperial Bank
grant a loan of two million rubles to Skalon. His Majesty